
CSDE Waiver Review Tool
Please note: Due to time limitations, formal meeting minutes were not captured during the one-on-one district meetings. Informal notes were captured, as appropriate, by the representatives of the review committee 
and may be found in the notes section of the review tool.

Sec. 10-14u. (a) (3): “Scientifically-based reading research and instruction” means (A) a comprehensive program or a collection of instructional practices that is based on reliable, valid evidence showing that when such 
programs or practices are used, students can be expected to achieve satisfactory reading progress, and (B) the integration of instructional strategies for continuously assessing, evaluating and communicating the 
student's reading progress and needs in order to design and implement ongoing interventions so that students of all ages and proficiency levels can read and comprehend text and apply higher level thinking skills. 
Such comprehensive program or collection of practices includes, but is not limited to, instruction in the following areas of reading: Oral language, phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, rapid automatic 
name or letter name fluency and reading comprehension (https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_163c.htm).

District Name: Montville

Review Date: 10/12/23 Date review tool is completed

Meeting Date: 10/31/23 Date district requested to meet with PCG

Section 1: Evidenced-based and Scientifically-based [C.G.S. Sec. 10-4ii(1)]
Senate Bill No. 1202, page 622: "Scientifically-based reading research and instruction" means (A) a comprehensive program or a collection of instructional practices that is based on reliable, valid evidence showing 
that when such programs or practices are used, students can be expected to achieve satisfactory reading progress (https://www.cga.ct.gov/2021/ACT/PA/PDF/2021PA-00002-R00SB-01202SS1-PA.PDF).

Did the district submit one comprehensive program or a collection of instructional programs? Collection of instructional programs

1A: Complete this section for the comprehensive program. Notes Notes from District Meeting

Did the district provide reliable and valid evidence showing that the program will support students in 
achieving satisfactory reading progress (e.g., copies of or links to studies that were scientifically 
conducted: replicated, peer reviewed, and independent)?

Select Yes or No.
Section 1A is not applicable as the 
district choose a collection of 
programs

Section 1A is not applicable as the 
district choose a collection of 
programs

Title of component or program: Choose a program.

N/A N/A

Does the program meet expectations on CURATE? [This cell will autopopulate.] N/A N/A

Does the program meet expectations on Ed Reports? [This cell will autopopulate.] N/A N/A

Is the program listed as an approved core program on CDE advisory list? [This cell will autopopulate.] N/A N/A

1B: Complete this section for collections of instructional practices ("program" or "component"). Notes Notes from District Meeting

Did the district submit a scope and sequence or other document demonstrating how the collection is 
coordinated (same terminology, same procedures, explicit transfer of skills from one component to 
another) to become a comprehensive program?

No

The resources provided in the 
district's waiver submission do not 
demonstrate how the materials are 
coordinated to function as a 
comprehensive program across all 
areas of reading. 

SRBI. Coaching Wide Model

Did the district provide reliable and valid evidence showing that the collection will support students 
in achieving satisfactory reading progress (e.g., copies of or links to studies that were scientifically 
conducted: replicated, peer reviewed, and independent)?

No

The resources provided in the 
district's waiver submission do not 
meet the criteria of valid and reliable 
evidence that demonstrates how 
students will achieve satisfactory 
reading progress.

Complete this section for each program or component.

Title of component or program: 
Open Court K-3, McGraw-Hill 

Education
Units of Study K-5, Heinemann 2018 Fundations K-3, Wilson Other

Read Live Grades 1-3 (web-based), 
Read Naturally

Other Other Other Other Other Other Other
Heggerty Phonemic Awareness 

Curriculum K-3, Literacy Resources
Other Other Other Wilson Reading System K-3, Wilson Other

Program Type: Core Core Supplemental Other (see notes) Intervention Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Supplemental Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Intervention Other (see notes)

Does each component in the collection meet expectations on CURATE? Not reviewed Not reviewed Not reviewed Other (see notes) Not reviewed Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Not reviewed Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Not reviewed Other (see notes)

Does each component in the collection meet expectations on Ed Reports? Partially meets expectations Does not meet expectations Partially meets expectations Other (see notes) Not reviewed Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Not reviewed Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Not reviewed Other (see notes)

Does each component in the collection appear on the CDE advisory list? Approved core Other (see notes) Approved supplemental Other (see notes) Partially meets (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Approved supplemental Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Other (see notes) Partially meets (see notes) Other (see notes)

Notes: 2019 edition N/A N/A
Corrective Comprehension-McGraw 

Hill 2008 
N/A

Jennifer Serravallo The Reading 
Strategies Book-Heinemann 2015

Jennifer Serravallo The Reading 
Strategies Book 2.0-Heinemann 2023

Leveled Literacy Intervention-
Heinemann 2017

Comprehension Toolkit-Heinemann 
2017

The Lindamood Phoneme 
Sequencing (LiPS)-ProEd 2011

Seeing Stars- Gander Publishing 1997 KPals and One Pals-Sopris West 2001 N/A Quick Reads-Pearson 2002
Visualizing and Verbalizing-Gander 

Publishing 1986
Words Their Way-Pearson 2022 N/A

Fundations-Wilson Language 
Training Corp. 2002

Notes from District Meeting: N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Section 2: All components of reading use explicit, systematic, sequential, and cumulative instruction.
• Focused competency in areas of reading [C.G.S. Sec. 10-14ii(2)]: Students are introduced to a new skill before being asked to perform it.
• Sequential instruction in areas of reading [C.G.S. Sec. 10-14ii]: There is a detailed scope and sequence including a list of specific skills taught, a sequence for teaching the skills over the course of the year, and a 
timeline showing when the skills are taught (e.g., by week, month, or unit).
• Systematic and cumulative instruction in all areas of reading [C.G.S. Sec. 10-14ii]: The structured lesson format includes a plan, procedure, or routine that is carried through the sequence of teaching skills.

Does the curriculum use explicit, systematic, sequential, and cumulative instruction of ... Notes Notes from District Meetings

    • phonological and phonemic awareness? Yes

Open Court Foundational Skills, 
decodable texts;( Florida Center for 
Reading Research Lessons (page 4 of 
waiver). EdReports: 2015 OCRFS Kits 
(Supplemental, Foundational Skills 
Only) for Kindergarten meet the 
expectations for alignment to 
standards and research-based 
practices for foundational skills 
instruction and partially meet in 
Grades 1 and 2. Materials include 
explicit instruction and student 
practice in phonological awareness 
and include multimodal and 
multisensory approaches for student 
practice. SoR Snapshot: PA (Grade K: 
12/12, Grade 1: 8/12, Grade 2: NC); 
Phonics (Grade K: 18/20, Grade 1: 
18/20, Grade 2: 18/20); Fluency 
(Grade K: 6/8, Grade 1: 12/16, Grade 
2: 8/12); Vocab: NC; Comp: NC. 

N/A

    • phonics? Yes

Open Court Foundational Skills, 
decodable texts; Florida Center for 
Reading Research Lessons (page 4 of 
waiver):  EdReports: 2015 OCRFS Kits 
(Supplemental, Foundational Skills 
Only) for Kindergarten meet the 
expectations for alignment to 
standards and research-based 
practices for foundational skills 
instruction and partially meet in 
Grades 1 and 2. Foundational skills 
instruction includes a research-
based synthetic approach with 
systematic and explicit instruction; 
however, there is a lack of daily 
encoding instruction which may 
hinder orthographic mapping. 

N/A

    • rapid automatic naming or letter naming fluency? Yes

Open Court Foundational Skills, 
decodable texts; Florida Center for 
Reading Research Lessons (page 4 of 
waiver).EdReports: 2015 OCRFS Kits 
(Supplemental, Foundational Skills 
Only) for Kindergarten meet the 
expectations for alignment to 
standards and research-based 
practices for foundational skills 
instruction and partially meet in 
Grades 1 and 2. : Materials also 
include decodable texts aligned to 
the program’s scope and sequence 
for phonics and high-frequency 
words.Materials include explicit 
instructional routines for Sound-by-
Sound Blending, Word Building, 
Whole-Word Blending, and Blending 
Sentences which are used frequently 
throughout the unit lessons. 
Materials provide systematic and 
explicit instruction and practice in 
fluency by focusing on accuracy and 
automaticity in decoding of 
decodable books; however, fluency 
is modeled infrequently by the 
teacher. The materials contain no 
explicit directions for the teacher to 
model how to engage a text to 
emphasize reading for a purpose. 
Materials regularly and 
systematically provide a variety of 
assessment opportunities over the 
course of the year; however, 
materials do not include assessment 
results guidance in the following 
areas: determining the proficiency 
level of students based on stages of 
reading development and specific, 
concrete instructional suggestions 
on how to support students’ 
progress toward mastery.

N/A

    • vocabulary? No

Open Court Foundational Skills; 
District curriculum documents 
highlighting embedded vocabulary 
instruction in reading and writing 
(page 4 of waiver). EdReports: 2015 
OCRFS Kits (Supplemental, 
Foundational Skills Only) for 
Kindergarten meet the expectations 
for alignment to standards and 
research-based practices for 
foundational skills instruction and 
partially meet in Grades 1 and 2.  
Materials provide frequent 
opportunities for students to read 
high-frequency words in context; 
however, there is very limited 
practice, if any, for writing high-
frequency words in context. 
Materials include explicit instruction 
of word analysis strategies and some 
opportunities for explicit instruction 
and practice of word solving 
strategies to decode unfamiliar 
words. 

N/A

    • reading comprehension? No

Open Court Foundational Skills, 
Leveled Text using the Fountas and 
Pinnell System, Teachers’ College 
Units of Study in combination with 
Serravallo’s Reading Comprehension 
Strategies and decodable texts;  
(page 4 of waiver). EdReports Units 
of Study 2018: The instructional 
materials for Kindergarten, Grade 1, 
and Grade 2 of Units of Study (Lucy 
Calkins & TCRWP Colleagues) do not 
meet the expectations of alignment. 
The texts included in the materials 
are not appropriately complex for 
the grade level and do not build in 
complexity over the course of the 
year. Materials do not include 
questions and tasks aligned to grade-
level standards, but rather focus on 
strategy instruction. Additionally, 
materials rely on cueing, including 
meaning, syntax, and visual cues as a 
means to teach reading skills. 
Foundational skills instruction lacks a 
cohesive and intentional scope and 
sequence for systematic and explicit 
instruction in phonological 
awareness and phonics. The 
program also lacks a research-based 
rationale for the order of 
phonological awareness and phonics 
instruction. The reading units mainly 
utilize a cueing system for solving 
unknown words that focus on the 
initial sound and meaning cues 
rather than on decoding strategies. 
The components of the program are 
not cohesive and often contradict 
the skills being taught, especially 
pertaining to the order of 
foundational skills instruction.

N/A

Section 3: Related Elements: Meets the expectations set forth in the Waiver Guidance Document and/or the Review Rubric used for CT approved programs [C.G.S. 10-14ii]

Does the curriculum model or program ... Notes Notes from District Meetings

    • provide frequent opportunities for students to practice or gain skills? Yes
According to the district's strategy 
document, the program provides 
frequent opportunities for students 
to practice and/or gain skills.

N/A

    •
allow for high-quality, daily differentiation of foundational skills so that all students achieve 
mastery of foundational skills?

Yes

According to the district's strategy 
document, the program provides for 
high-quality, daily differentiation of 
foundational skills.

N/A

    • provide for structured discussions that address grade level speaking and listening standards? Yes

According to the district's strategy 
documents, the program provides 
for structured discussions that 
address grade level speaking and 
listening standards.

N/A

    •
include a wide range of authentic writing and explicit instruction in writing skills and 
strategies?

Yes

According to the district's strategy 
documents, the program includes a 
wide range of authentic writing and 
explicit instruction in writing skills 
and strategies.

N/A

    •
provide for varied means of accessing content and demonstrating learning to meet the 
diverse needs of all students working above or below grade level?

Yes

According to the district's strategy 
documents, the program provides 
for varied means of accessing 
content and demonstrating learning 
to meet the diverse needs of all 
students.

N/A

    •
represent various cultures and perspectives, promote cultural affirmation, and value diverse 
identities, backgrounds, and perspectives?

Yes

According to the district's strategy 
documents, the program represents 
various cultures and perspectives, 
promotes cultural affirmation, and 
values diverse identities, 
backgrounds, and perspectives.

N/A

    • include explicit alignment to state standards and grade level expectations? Yes

According to the district's strategy 
documents, the program includes 
explicit alignment to state standards 
and grade level expectations.

N/A

Section 4: Additional Legislative Requirements-[C.G.S. Sec. 10-14hh(d)(2)]

Did the district submit ... Notes Notes from District Meetings

    • student performance data? Yes N/A N/A

    •
student performance data disaggregated by race, ethnicity, gender, socio-economic status, 
second-language learning status, and ability?

Yes N/A N/A

    • a plan to address gaps between disaggregated subgroups and the whole population? Yes N/A N/A


